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Confession and Absolution 

 
532 The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns 

1 The Head that once was crowned with thorns 
    Is crowned with glory now; 
A royal diadem adorns 
    The mighty Victor’s brow. 

 
2 The highest place that heav’n affords 

    Is His, is His by right, 
The King of kings and Lord of lords, 
    And heav’n’s eternal Light; 

 
3 The Joy of all who dwell above, 

    The Joy of all below 
To whom He manifests His love 
    And grants His name to know. 

 
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, 

    With all its grace, is giv’n; 
Their name an everlasting name, 
    Their joy the joy of heav’n. 

 
5 They suffer with their Lord below, 

    They reign with Him above, 
Their profit and their joy to know 
    The myst’ry of His love. 

 
6 The cross He bore is life and health, 

    Though shame and death to Him: 
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 
    Their everlasting theme. 

Text: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 



with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 
 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,* 
 until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,* 
 “You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
The Lord is at your | right hand;* 
 he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
God has gone up | with a shout,* 
 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also 
ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he 
presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I do not 
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he 
parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 
Ascends unto the throne of God. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2 The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
And with His faithful foll’wers see 
Their Lord ascend in majesty. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3 To them the shining angels cry, 

“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 
“This is His glorious triumph day!” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



4 “You see Him now, ascending high 
Up to the portals of the sky.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 
Returning in great majesty.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the trumpet. Ascended Lord, hear the prayers of Your 
people and grant our supplication. 
  
Brief silence 
  
That the Lord may grant us all things in Christ so we may be sustained in trial, strengthened in weakness and 
delivered from trouble, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



P That the Church of Christ may flourish and the good news of Christ crucified, risen and ascended would be 
proclaimed to all the ends of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the Lord may richly supply us with faithful pastors who will preach Your Word in season and out; and that 

we may hear, believe and live out this Gospel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the nations of the earth may seek peace; and that the leaders of our country may pursue justice, righteousness 

and peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the pandemic may come to an end, and that livelihood and common life may resume, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That all who are afflicted may be strengthened in illness and comforted in adversity, [especially _____________,] 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the faithful may not fret what we do not know but rejoice in Christ, our Savior, and live in holiness and 

righteousness all the days of our lives, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That the Lord may grant us joyful hearts and peace at the last, knowing that neither death nor life, nor any powers, 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That we may be as generous in our tithes and offerings as the Lord is in giving us His gifts, and that we may 

support the poor and those in need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That we may know the Lord’s presence in the means of His grace, hearing His Word, receiving His absolution and 

feasting at His table with faith and joy in our hearts, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P That we may remember the saints of old, who contended for the Lord in their own day; and that we may join them 

at last in the marriage feast of the Lamb without end, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P All these things and whatever else we need, we ask You to grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
  
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
1 Holy Spirit, light divine, 

Shine upon this heart of mine; 
Chase the shades of night away, 
Turn the darkness into day. 

 
2 Let me see my Savior’s face, 

Let me all His beauties trace; 



Show those glorious truths to me 
Which are only known to Thee. 

 
3 Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, 

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 
In Thy mercy pity me, 
From sin’s bondage set me free. 

 
4 Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 
Yield a sacred, settled peace, 
Let it grow and still increase. 

 
5 Holy Spirit, all divine, 

Dwell within this heart of mine; 
Cast down ev’ry idol throne, 
Reign supreme, and reign alone. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Recorded Music Courtesy of http://smallchurchmusic.com Rev. Clyde McLennan 
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